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St. Thomas of Villanova
St. Thomas of Villanova was a friar from Castile in Spain. He was a friar of the Saint Augustine Order and his day of the feast is celebrated on October 10 by the Augustinians. St. Thomas of Villanova is Villanova University’s patron saint. His name was Thomas Garcia Martinez and was born in 1486 in Fuenllana, Ciudad Real in Spain. St. Thomas of Villanova was also recognized as a preacher, religious writer, and ascetic of those days. He became famous because of how he used to care for the poor which he had learned from his parents who used to distribute food to the poor (Westcott, 1884).
St. Thomas of Villanova obtained his name from the town of Villanueva where he was raised. He was so gifted and at the age of 15, Thomas joined the University of Alcala where he obtained a degree in theology. Several universities requested him to become a professor which he refused and preferred to be an Augustinian friar in 1516. At the age of 31, he confessed his religious vows for the first time as a friar in Augustine. In the year 1518, Thomas was ordained as a priest. His colleagues noted him to be a leader and chose him to be their Prior Provincial who was the regional superior over several friar communities. In this position, Thomas sent the first missionaries to proclaim America’s New World.  
St. Thomas of Villanova was nominated for the position of becoming Granada’s Bishop but he declined. Thomas gave his reasons for the decline to be that he liked living a simple life than a prestigious one. He also followed Saint Augustine who had also refused such an offer of becoming a bishop. Saint Augustine was eventually convinced to become Hippo’s bishop. Just like Augustine, Thomas was also convinced by his superior and in 1545, he became Valencia’s Archbishop. During this time, Thomas reflected on some words made by Saint Augustine that for Lord, he was a bishop but with the Lord, he is a Christian, being a bishop was an office he had accepted which was dangerous while being a Christian was a safe gift that he had received and that if being happier meant to be saved with the Lord than to be over Him, then he was to be a full servant of the Lord.
During his time as an Archbishop, Thomas was provided with a donation to furnish his residence but he instead gave the donation to a hospital for repair. He explained that our money can serve the Lord better by being spent on the poor. He started his diaconate by paying visits to each parish to know the needs of the people. In his ministry as an archbishop, Thomas began numerous programs for the care of the poor. He obtained funds from the rich to provide for the basic needs of the people in the diocese including food and shelter. He developed the first diocese seminary and other schools to provide quality education to young people. Thomas also assisted young women in finding jobs instead of getting humiliated. He got nicknamed “Beggar Bishop” and “father of the Poor” because of these acts (de Patricio, 2015). Thomas was ordained as a Luis Beltran’s priest in 1547 and in 1550 he began Presentation Seminary.
Thomas was known for his self-deprivation character with the aim of caring and providing for the poor. He was never tired of his continuous charity works especially to the poor, orphans, and the sick. He told people that God will hear their prayers if they hear the cry of the poor,  that they should provide for the poor without waiting for them to request for God to anticipate their wants, and that they should predict the needs of those who are hesitant to ask for help. He further added that his duty was to help those in need Thomas was also very intelligent because other than giving, he sought to get solutions to the poverty problems, for example, he gave jobs to the poor and developed boarding and high schools.
In 1551, Thomas became sick.  His illness became worse and he distributed all the possessions that he had to the poor. Thomas died on 8th September 1555 in Valenica at the age of 69. On 7th October 1618, Thomas was beatified by Pope Paul V and he was canonized into sainthood by Pope Alexander VII on 1st November 1658.
Thomas is remembered for his numerous tracts such as the Soliloquy between God and the soul, on the communion topic. He is also remembered for being a patron saint and namesake of Villanova University. Thomas is also recognized as the patron saint of other Augustinian schools in North America including Villanova College and Ontario University. St. Thomas of Villanova is also remembered through his prayer: “I will love you, Lord, in every way and without setting limits to my love, you set no limits to what you have done for me; I will not measure out my love, I will love you, Lord, with all my strength, powers, as much as I am able, in you, o Lord, have I hoped” (Canciani & Saccone, 2011). The greater Catholic Church as well the Augustinians still remember Saint Thomas of Villanova on 10th October every year. Students in these Universities observe this day by participating in St. Thomas of Villanova Day of Service. They usually dedicate themselves to offering services that help the poor.
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